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Abstract

Although the space plays a role in painting both functionally and conceptually, how-
ever, the negative space plays a key role in the works of Kamaluddin Behzad, which is
meaningful in connection with the positive space and has a special and unique meaning.
The purpose of this article is to identify the negative space next to the positive space
in the works of Kamaluddin Behzad. The used descriptive-analytical method and col-
lection of materials is also a library and an observational one to analyze the negative
space in Behzad’s works, which has been selected by the selective sampling method of
Behzad’s works. What is “negative space” and how to classify space in Behzad’s works
is the fundamental question of this research, which aims to understand the nature and
types of negative space in Behzad’s works. The results of the research showed that the
negative space in Behzad’s works has a functional nature, and this means that it plays
a role in the technical analysis of the work’s components, and the focus is on isolating
the work through the negative space. Based on his works, the choice of negative space
is something intelligent and deliberate. Moreover, this space, by adding to the positive
space, creates balance and balance, contributes to the attractiveness and greater visibil-
ity of components and image elements. Kamaluddin Behzad has shown positive and
negative atmospheres throughout his paintings, in a manner that does not damage the
overall space of the image and uses even the smallest negative space.
Keywords: space, positive space, negative space, Kamaluddin Behzad, painting.
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Cf. Lisa golombek. (1972). “toward a classification of Islamic painting”. Islamic

Art in the metropolitan museum. ed. Richard Ettinghausen. New York.



