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Abstract

The line has been the main factor for presenting and reflecting the surrounding
world, and from the very beginning, it has served as a reliable visual factor for trans-
ferring form. In this process, the painter draws a line on the canvas. With the design of
the first line, the image inside him took the first step towards creation, and the design
of the other lines gradually in different directions gives clarity to the fluid image inside
him. The line is the most essential element in the design and indicates the direction and
position of the surface and limits it. We have to use different lines when we want to con-
vey different feelings. This research first explains the meaning of lines and their place
in painting, and then the lines are analyzed thoroughly. Regarding the two paintings
that are examined separately in the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasab and Bostan Saadi,
and the painters who wrote these two works, Kamaluddin Behzad, Herat school and
Agha Mirek, Safavi school, are introduced. In the end, how much can the lines affect
the subject in this Dongara? This research aims to recognize the concept of lines in the
paintings “Hurmuzd I’s Last Testament to Prince Bahram I’ and “Joseph’s Flight from
Zuleykha” and how skillfully the artist uses the lines—coordinated with the topic. The
main question in this research is, what is the meaning of the lines in these two paintings?
The current study is of a fundamental type, and its nature is descriptive-analytical. The
method of collecting materials was a library along with viewing images. The conclu-
sion that can be drawn from this research is that lines play a significant role in the theme
and concept of the work and how much the painters of that era followed the principles
of designing and using lines for the idea of the theme. This feature expresses the peak
and excellence of Iranian painting.
Keywords: lines, painting, Safavid, Timurid.
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