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Abstract

Fauvism is considered to be the first significant movement in painting of the 20th
century. Due to their similar stylistic tendencies, the Fauves, a group of young paint-
ers, collaborated for several years. In the meantime, Henri Matisse, the most important
painter of the Fauvism style, achieved the following results: the use of pure color, as
an equivalent for light, the visualization of space by using different effects of colors,
the clarity and simplicity of shape-forming lines, the organization of the image with
the help of the inherent forces of the line and color The theme finds artistic expression
through this formal harmony in the painting, and this is a kind of harmony comparable
to the combination of sounds in music. The foundations of Matisse’s aesthetics were
established as a result. He tried to turn the scenery in front of him into a decorative de-
sign or make people and trees more harmonious with the wallpaper flowers, which were
very simple or modified. He aims to combine forms with strong colors and side lines
of a simple facade with decorative effects of children’s illustrations. The objective of
this research is to discover the origins of the Fauvism style. Henri Matisse’s paintings,
which are considered the most important in this style, will be examined. The primary
objective of this study is to determine how Fauvism and decoration interact in Matisse’s
paintings. After establishing the theoretical foundations and introducing several works
of Henri Matisse that utilize decorative elements in their creation, they will be exam-
ined. The use of a descriptive-analytical method is used in this practical research. In a
library-like manner, they are gathering information and viewing images. The sampling
in this study is selective and the research is qualitative. This research states that from an
aesthetic point of view, Henri Matisse objectified his dreams and inner emotions with
the help of two-dimensional motifs, expressive lines, and symbolic coloring, and used
the motifs with an emphasis on their decorative and emotional values on flat surfaces.
Keywords: Fauvism, Henri Matisse, Paul Gauguin, Symbolism, Neo-Impressionism.
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